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RAMBLINGS FROM THE PRESIDENT  

Once you’re in Heaven, do you get stuck wearing the 
clothes you were buried in for eternity?  

Robbie Gray and I were enjoying a frosty one on his 

front porch a few days ago and he inquired if I had 
any stories from my youth? I told him that we lived 
on the second story of what we called “three      

deckers” in Dorchester, Mass. We were the last 
house (#584 Adams St) in a row of 3 deckers and 
only a few hundred feet from Hemenway Playground 

where we played hockey in the winter and baseball 
in summer. (go ahead, look it up, I can prove it.) 
When I was about 9 years old in 1949, a young   

couple moved in next door, also on the second floor 
of their 3 decker. They came over to introduce  
themselves shortly after moving as Martin and Lois 
Jones, their beautiful 12 year old girl Miriam, who 

eventually became Prom Queen at high school and 
their 9 year old son, Ralphy, who they said was  
nicknamed “Animal” and a Golden Retriever dog, 

“Chipper”. “Animal” really seemed to enjoy his 
nickname and responded with humor to it when 
called. The rest of this story is very sensitive in    

nature, was difficult to write and great care taken so 
as not to offend anyone. “Animal” was born with a 
very unique and extremely rare genetic disease, one 

of those 18 letter things that can’t even be            
pronounced. He was one of only some 4 or 5 in the 
world afflicted with it. At 9 years old he was in full 

blown, raging puberty. He was shaving twice a day, 
poor kid, and had more hair than Sasquatch. When 
he took “Chipper” out for a walk at night, it was   

difficult to determine which one was the dog. Let me 
step back 9 years to when “Animal” was conceived. . 

It was explained to us that his mother had some type 
of Petri dish in her and that some of the tadpoles, 

pollywogs and chromosomes swimming there hit 
their heads on the diving board, the X, Y, and Z’s 
got mixed up, and out popped “Ralphy”. “Animal” 

was extremely intelligent, with an IQ in the 150 
range. He played Center Field on the baseball team 
and was responsible for us winning several games 

due to his speed and ability to drop the ball at the 
feet of the third baseman. When we played Frisbee, 
he drew crowds. Unfortunately, someone aflicted 

with this disease lives a very short life, and 
“Animal” was no exception. When all us kids were 
around 12 years old and just getting started into    

puberty, “Animal” passed away in his sleep at home. 
His family couldn’t afford a good funeral for 
“Animal”, and so all the neighbors and fellow school 
students took up a collection for a proper viewing 

and burial. He was dressed in new Jeans, a white 
shirt, a Blue bandanna around his neck, along with a 
new studded leather collar and leash. We buried him 

in the back yard.  

Robbie was so moved, he polished off the remainder 
of the 3 gallon keg to drown his sorrow.  

Things my mother taught me, part 2:                     
RELIGION: “You better pray that will                          

come out of the carpet.”  

Jack Drago 

http://waynesboro-stauntonregion.aaca.com/
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About four years ago I heard about a 1962 Oldsmobile Super 88 

from a man that I had met at a local cruise in. The 

next day I called and talked with the grandson of the 

original owner. His grandfather purchased the car 

new but passed away in 1966 so his grandmother  

inherited the car. She didn’t drive so it just sat in the 

garage. The grand kids would get the car out every 

now and then to take her for a ride but very few 

miles were logged between 1966 and 1988. She 

passed away in 1988 and her son inherited the house. 

He had no interest in the car, so it just sat there until 

he passed away in 2018. I met the grandson at the 

house and sure enough, it was an all original 1962 

Oldsmobile Super 88 with 57,000 miles. It was    

covered in dust and all four tires were flat and dry 

rotted. I was able to turn the engine over with a long 

breaker bar on the crankshaft nut so that was a good 

sign. The best part was that it had clear plastic seat 

covers so the seats were like brand new. A deal was 

made to purchase the car. I loaded it onto my trailer 

and brought it home to my shop. I knew I would 

have to go through all systems to make it            

roadworthy. I figured I’d have the car running and in 

good shape in a few months.  

As usual, life got in the way so here it is four years 

later, and it’s still not finished. That’s why this article 

is titled Part I. Part II will be when I finally finish it.  

Some of us have met Fred Trusty on National Tours or 

Meets and you’ll never meet a more down to earth guy. 

Below he tells us of his latest project. Given the travel 

schedule for the National AACA President I don’t    

expect to see Part II until next year. Stu 

Notes from Your Editor 

September promises to be a busy month for our       

Region. I wanted to highlight some of the events: 

First on Saturday Sept. 9 we’ll be visiting the      

American Heritage Girls and Trail Life at Wayne Hills 

Baptisit Church in Waynesboro. I’ve sent an email to 

all members with the details of that Cruise In. 

Next on Weds. Sept. 13 (5:30 PM) we’ll visit some 

much  older friends at The Retreat at Fishersville 

where we get to enjoy ice cream while the residents get 

a chance to share their memories along with our cars. 

On Sunday Sept. 17 we’ll have our Annual Steak Fry 

and Auction at Tinkling Spring Presbyterian Church. 

This is always a fun event and a good fund raiser for 

the Region. Bring a dish to pass. Steaks, drinks, utensils 

and paper goods will be provided. Don’t forget your    

auction donation items and your checkbook! Mark Rob-

ertson will be our auctioneer again this year and it will be 

very entertaining! 

One of the great things about AACA is that we provide 

a mother ship for many marque specific car clubs. A 

good example is the Model T Ford Club International. 

Several of our Region members are active Model T 

members who enjoy touring all over the country.   

Robbie Gray, Nelson Driver, Jim Gregory, Todd 

Smith, Dave & Carol Sarginger, Barry & Rose Linke, 

Jay & Kay Mader and Tony Edwards with daughter 

Donna and son-in-law Matt recently returned from a T 

tour in Wisconsin and reportedly had a great time. 

     Stu Allen 
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August 20, 2023 Annual Picnic with Tri-County 

Region at Grand Caverns Region Park 

Great weather, lots of chicken and a wide selection of 

food in the potluck picnic welcomed 50 members of  

W-S and Tri-County Regions. 

Chester & 

Nancy 

Bradfield 

brought 

this    

beautiful 

Studebaker 

Sonny & 

Myrna 

Henkel  

arrived in 

their stylish 

Packard 

Robbie Gray 

brought his 

Ford             

Model T 

fresh from 

the “T Tour” 

in Wisconsin 

The Model T gang is 

huddled planning 

their next tour 

Larry & Deb 

Skillman arrived 

in heir ‘57 Chevy 

Robbie  

measured 32 

feet of       

delicious 

dishes 

The gang had plenty 

of time to catch up 

on summer        

happenings 

W-S            

President Jack 

Drago held a 

short meeting 

while Mike 

Yankey did 

the same for 

Tri=County 

Region 
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From the Editor’s Desk 
Please submit any articles, pictures, or 

ideas for publication to me at the            
following:           

Stuart Allen 

265 Stayman Lane 

Staunton, VA 24401 

Phone: 540-886-8056 (Home) 

540-290-0329 (Cell) 

email: stuscar@aol.com 
 

 

SEPTEMBER  BIRTHDAYS 

Minutes of the Aug. 20. 2023 W-S Region                 

Meeting  

Polly Belford 

Rena Caricofe 

Joyce McIninch 

Carol Ralston 

Robert Ridle 

Ann Ridle 

Marilyn Rimel 

Todd Smith  

The Waynesboro-Staunton Region of the AACA held its 
annual picnic with Tri-County Region at Grand Caverns 
Region Park on August 20, 2023 at 2  pm.  President Mike 
Yankey of Tri-County opened the meeting by welcoming 
all 50 present to this annual affair.  Sonny Henkel gave the 
blessing and all enjoyed the 32 feet of picnic lunch as   
provided by the members. 

After lunch, President Jack Drago reported on the passing 
of Ken Bahrs, a previous president of the club.  He then 
discussed the steam train tour on the Virginia Scenic   
Railroad in October which will travel Staunton to Goshen.  
If you are interested, you can get tickets at Virginia Scenic 
Railroas.com. He reminded the members of the car show 
at Hazy Mountain Vineyard on October 8th from 2 to 5 
pm. 

Nelson Driver a brief report on the ODMA Tour (see Tire 
Tracks for more details). 

Scot Gregory has moved to North Carolina but he will still 
remain as webmaster. 

Debbie Skillman will take over as ticket master for the 
50/50. 

Stu Allen stated he needed articles for Tire Tracks, also 
reminded the members to check the activities page in Tire 
Track. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Robbie Gray, Sec. 

W-S Past President Ken Bahrs (2001-2002) passed 

away on Aug. 13. His obituary can be viewed at:  

https://www.newsleader.com/obituaries/ 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to his family. 



 

Tri-County Region Meetings   
Check their website:                    

http://tri-county-aaca.org/ 

European Classic Tires for the Model A 

 21" or 19"  in stock now 

Made in Denmark 
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This list of cars for sale from Dick McIninch  

1915 Buick C25 Touring Car,  

1936 Rolls Royce Phantom lll  Drophead Coupe,  

1936 Ford Deluxe Touring Sedan,  

1966 Ford Mustang Convertible,  

1986 Mercedes Benz 300E.                  

For more information call 434-361-2568 or email       

olcarfn@aol.com           Dick McIninch 

Piedmont Region Meetings  

New website coming  

WANTED TO BUY 

Prewar Auto Parts 

Automotive Related Collectibles 

One Part or Large Collection/Estate 

Greg Hammer 540-478-4030 
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